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(II. 35. 13). He is surrounded by water (II..35. 3, 4, 7-9).
The waters meet (with one another) ; others come to meet with
them; and they equally satisfy the watery place formed into
river (II. 35. 3). The waters, having a tendency to run to-
gether, make Apam Napat brilliant in the firmament (II. 35. 3).
The waters are golden in colour and their course is crooked
(II. 35. 9). Three goddesses hold the food of Apam Napat; they
are as though made of water and they move in water (II. 35. 5).
The cow of Apam Napat is a milk-giver and bestower of rain
(II. 35. 7). The other worlds are the branches of Apam Napat
(II. 35. 8). The herbs grow for him.

We do not find the name of Apam Napat in the Brahmanas.
In Nighantu (5. 4) he is regarded as the grandson of Apah.
He is considered as the god of the middle region.

In the ancient astronomical works of the Hindus (Vrddha-
va4istha-siddhanta 8.12 ; Brahma-siddhanta 2. 177 ; Soma-sid-
dhanta4. 6. 12; Surya-siddhanta 8. 21), we get mention of a
star, named Apam Vatsa ( & Virginis); this is placed in the
sign Virgo. The sign Virgo is characterised by numerous
nebulae, many of which can be seen with the naked eye. The
modern constellation figure of the sign is that of a virgin holding
a bunch of wheair in the left hand. c In Egypt, Virgo was asso-
ciated with Isis and it was reported that she formed the Milky
Way by throwing millions of wheat-heads in the heaven.'
Sometimes she is shown with wings (Enc. Brit., 14th edit., the
figure in the article ' constellation'). Again other women
used to be also represented with the virgin in the same sign.
a and y Virginis used to represent two goddesses. The virgin
was often represented with her daughter (see Whyte's Constella-
tions and their History, 1928, pp. 123-7).

In Avesta, we find something about Apam Napat. He is
the god of water and lives in the depth of water. He remains
surrounded by women and is invoked with them. He rides
on a fast-going horse and holds the light inside the ocean.

I shall now discuss the opinions of the oriental scholars.
Spiegel, depending on the versions of the Avesta, thinks him
to be some deity connected with Fire. Darmesteter takes
him to be the Fire of the lightening produced in clouds.
Schroeder is of the same opinion. Oldenberg thinks him to .be
a deity of water and says that it is by a mistake that he has
been taken as Fire arising in water. Hillebrandt and Hardy
identify him with the caoon. Max Miiller thinks .him to be the
sun or lightening. Macdonell considers him as the Fire in the
form of the lightening of the cloud (see Macdonell's Vedic
Mythology, p. 70). Lastly, Plunket (Ancient Calendars and
Constellations, p. 129) consider^ him as 'the fire of water' that
is, the fire of the sun passing over the sign Aquarius. He also
thinks that at about 3000 B.C. the winter solstice was placed
In the sign Aquarius.